God’s Word

Psalm 138:2
‘I will worship toward Your holy temple,
And praise Your name
For Your lovingkindness and Your truth;
For You have magnified Your word
above all Your name’.

ComRes Survey for Archbishops Council
March 2021

6% British adults read or listen to the
Bible
55% of those who described themselves
as Christians answered 'never’
(14% said at least once a month)

‘Every Christian is called
to be a Theologian’
Karl Barth

2 Timothy 4:13 NKJV

‘Bring the cloak that I left with Carpus
at Troas when you come—and the
books, especially the parchments’.

So will I

‘On a hill You created
The light of the world
Abandoned in darkness
to die’

Ephesians 4:11-14 NKJV
11 ’And

He Himself gave some to be apostles, some
prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors
and teachers 12 for the equipping of the saints for
the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body
of Christ, 13 till we all come to the unity of the
faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God,
to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature
of the fullness of Christ; 14 that we should no
longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried
about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery
of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful

2 Timothy 4:3
3 ’For

the time will come when they
will not endure sound doctrine, but
according to their own
desires, because they have itching
ears, they will heap up for themselves
teachers’

.

Jude 3-4 NKJV
3 ’Beloved,

while I was very diligent to write
to you concerning our common salvation, I
found it necessary to write to you
exhorting you to contend earnestly for the
faith which was once for all delivered to the
saints. 4 For certain men have crept in
unnoticed, who long ago were marked out
for this condemnation, ungodly men, who
turn the grace of our God into lewdness and
deny the only Lord God and our Lord Jesus

Christ’.

2 Timothy 3:16-17 NKJV
16 All

Scripture is given by inspiration
of God, and is profitable for doctrine,
for reproof, for correction,
for instruction in
righteousness, 17 that the man of
God may be complete, thoroughly
equipped for every good work’

Psalm 119:7-11
The law of the LORD is perfect, converting (restoring) the
soul;
The testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple;
8 The statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart;
The commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the
eyes;
9 The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever;
The judgments of the LORD are true and righteous
altogether.
10 More to be desired are they than gold,
Yea, than much fine gold;
Sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb.
11 Moreover by them Your servant is warned,
And in keeping them there is great reward.

Brian Greenaway
Preaching Notes Stepping into…..God’s word
(BCC – 22 May 2022)

Psalm 138:2

How do we learn what we know about the Bible?

Gods word is tied to His character.

Reading Gods word is vital to the believer. It’s the primary place
where we learn about God.
ComRes survey March 2021.
6% of British adults read or listen to the Bible, (poll of 8150 adults Archbishops' Council Evangelism Task Force.
55 per cent of those who described themselves as Christians 'never'
read their Bible, while 14 per cent said at least once a month.

We read the Bible
You need to read a good version
For over 1,000 years the Latin Vulgate was the Bible of choice for the
whole Western church. – its influence cannot be overestimated.
By the C16th the Geneva Bible became the historically significant
English Bible. It was the Bible of Protestantism.

We all need to be regularly reading God’s Word.

Theodore Beza’s ‘Annotations to the New Testament’ in the Geneva
Bible became the most popular Bible translation among the Puritans.
It was Beza who was influential in helping people respect the literal
interpretation of the bible – after many years of over-allegorising.

The church has two dangers, external and internal

We read books about the Bible

External – persecution.

Bring the cloak that I left with Carpus at Troas when you come—and
the books, especially the parchments. 2 Timothy 4:13

Karl Barth : ‘Every Christian is called to be a theologian’

Internal problems can destroy.
The worst situation is where ‘believers’ water down the truth.
The Word of God is the backbone of the church.
We live by what we believe.
We are all the product of what has gone before, history and tradition.
More than we realise.
Such as church tradition or canon law. How we do church today and
how we interpret scripture.

We sing – sung worship teaches us more than we realise, that’s why
it’s important to sing good songs, that are Biblical.
Do we think about that we sing?
Here is half a verse form the Hillsong song called ‘So will I’
‘On a hill You created
The light of the world
Abandoned in darkness to die’

Note: There has to be a pause (or comma) after created.

We listen to preaching or teaching

We need to engage our minds and hearts in approaching the Bible.

Hermeneutics – Is the science or art of interpreting the Bible.

Greek word – hermeneuein - - to explain, interpret or translate.

Lack of a good grounding in the scriptures causes superficiality.

We need to apply ourselves to interpreting the Bible:

Research by George Barna of the Cultural Research Centre in Arizona
discovered that only 37% of US pastors hold a Biblical worldview.

Ephesians 4:12-14, 2 Timothy 4

We discuss

We need to contend for the truth and commit oursleves to God’s
Word.
Jude 3-4

Healthy discussion is good
The Internet
Everyone has googled a theological question about the Bible

Gresham Machen ‘It is impossible to be a true soldier of Jesus Christ
and not fight’

There are myriads of crackpot theological theories and they are like
sour milk or stagnant water for the believer. They will blunt and stall
your walk as a believer.

Most believers cannot explain why they believe what they believe.

When we read our Bibles, we do it with the Spirit of God, the divine
author of the Bible dwelling in us.

It is ok to admit a doubt or to ask questions to better understand the
fundamental truths of our faith.

Our reading of the bible must not become dry we need to apply the
intellect and seek the Spirits infilling.

We have to prayerfully examine why you believe what you believe –
scripture always has the highest authority.

Fundamental are non-negotiable but they still need to be examined
and understood.

• Too much word – you dry up
• Too much spirit – you blow up

The base context of all that we believe is in the Bible.

The Bible was written by around 40 authors over about 1500 years.

So even Jesus said that to find about Him you have look in the bible.

But we also believe that the Holy Spirit inspired it.
Conclusions should always be drawn from scripture.
2 Timothy 3:16
Principle : Scripture points to God and to the Messiah

Paul did not invent any theology from thin air. His theology, (NT
theology) is based on the law and the prophets. We cannot
understand the New Testament without the First Testament.

And all scripture points to Jesus, it is Messianic. It points to the
Messiah – His first coming and then His second coming.
Luke 24:44 “These are the words which I spoke to you while I was still
with you, that all things must be fulfilled which were written in the
Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms concerning Me.’
Jesus divides the Bible into three parts. Law, Prophets Psalms –
because the Hebrew Bible – the one Jesus used has three divisions:
1.
Law, Prophets, Writings
2. Torah, Nevi’im, Ketuvim (TaNaKh)
3. Jewish order of the First Testament is different.
4. Tanakh – The Law, The Prophets, The Writings.
5. T – Torah, N for Nevi’im and K for Ketuvim.
In ancient literature a collection of Books was often known by its first
book, and Psalms is the first book of Ketuvim. Psalms in Luke 24
means the Writings.

Eisegetical approach means that you have proposition or a belief and
you use scripture selectively to justify your belief. But Scripture
interests scripture

Q: What is your attitude to the Bible?
If you do not love the Bible then it is unlikely that you will respect it or
want to live by it.
Obedience is key

Concept of Torah (law) – taking aim.

There are 613 commandments in the First Testament
Psalm 119 – every verse speaks of laws, precepts, truth, testimonies,
ways, statues, commandments.
97 Oh, how I love Your law! It is my meditation all the day.
How many laws in the NT? 1050
Psalm 119:8-11

The law was Gods act of grace, Israel rejoiced as it brought order
where there was chaos

Make room for what’s important.
In John 14 Jesus tells His disciples that He is going to go away, and
whilst they are distressed about that, He tells them it is to their
advantage. John 14:25-26

If we do not learn the Word then the Holy Spirit cannot remind us
Do we really believe in the supernatural, inspiration nature of the
scriptures?

The Bible that we use was written over 1900 years ago, some most of
it much older.
The world has changed
Socially, economically, politically, philosophically, scientifically,
technologically

If we are to make an impact on this world then we need to have a
high view of scripture.
The Word must not be subject to the Church.

If we subject the Bible to our therapeutic needs, then it ceases to be
what it should be
If we respect, love, value and most of all live in the scriptures – then it
will be what it is:
The transcendent – Holy Spirit – inspired Word of God.

