
Through Faith & Obedience



Naaman & Elisha

2 Kings 5:1-3 NIV

1 Now Naaman was commander of the army of the king of Aram. He 
was a great man in the sight of his master and highly regarded, 
because through him the Lord had given victory to Aram. He was a 
valiant soldier, but he had leprosy.
2 Now bands of raiders from Aram had gone out and had taken 
captive a young girl from Israel, and she served Naaman’s wife. 3 She 
said to her mistress, “If only my master would see the prophet who 
is in Samaria! He would cure him of his leprosy.”



Elisha’s Instruction to Naaman

2 Kings 5:9-10 NIV

9 So Naaman went with his horses and chariots and stopped 
at the door of Elisha’s house. 10 Elisha sent a messenger to say 
to him, “Go, wash yourself seven times in the Jordan, and 
your flesh will be restored, and you will be cleansed.”



Naaman’s Reaction to Elisha’s Instruction…

2 Kings 5:11-12 NIV

11 But Naaman went away angry and said, “I thought that he 
would surely come out to me and stand and call on the name of 
the Lord his God, wave his hand over the spot and cure me of 
my leprosy. 12 Are not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of 
Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? Couldn’t I wash 
in them and be cleansed?” So, he turned and went off in a rage.

The more capable we become the more we think God will do 
things our way.



Isaiah 55:8-9 NIV

8 “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways 
my ways,” declares the Lord.
9 “As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways 
higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.



Faith, Obedience, and Healing of Naaman

2 Kings 5:13-15 NIV

13 Naaman’s servants went to him and said, “My father, if the 
prophet had told you to do some great thing, would you not have 
done it? How much more, then, when he tells you, ‘Wash and be 
cleansed’!” 14 So he went down and dipped himself in the Jordan 
seven times, as the man of God had told him, and his flesh was 
restored and became clean like that of a young boy.
15 Then Naaman and all his attendants went back to the man of God. 
He stood before him and said, “Now I know that there is no God in 
all the world except in Israel.”



THE FEEDING OF THE 5,000



Problem vs Opportunity

Matthew 14:15-16NIV

15 As evening approached, the disciples came to Him and said, 
“This is a remote place, and it’s already getting late. Send the 
crowds away, so they can go to the villages and buy themselves 
some food.”
16 Jesus replied, “They do not need to go away. 

You give them something to eat.”



John 6:7-9NIV

7 Philip answered him, “It would take more than half a year’s 
wages to buy enough bread for each one to have a bite!” 

8 Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, spoke 
up, 9 “Here is a boy with five small barley loaves and two small 
fish, but how far will they go among so many?”



Matthew 14:18NIV

18 “Bring them here to me,” He said.

Power is released when we bring to Christ what we have.



“Little is much... 
when God is in it.” 

Kittie L. Suffield (1924)



“Daring 
Birth in the 

Community”



In God’s Capacity

 
It’s not about using our capacity to do something in our 

own strength. It’s about using our capacity to believe the 
word of God and obey His instruction. 



"We're not called to live by human 
reason. All that matters is obedience to 

God's Word and His leading in our lives. If 
God says go, we'll go. If He says stay, we'll 

stay. When we are in His will, we are in 
the safest place in the world." 

Brother Yun



When God Gives Instruction…

• How do I respond when God is wanting to do something? 

• What is in the way of doing the simple thing that Jesus 
has asked? 

• What am I over-complicating that needs a simple 
response? 

• What is it that God is telling me to do that I am not doing?



Through Faith & Obedience
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