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“Thrive Series” 20th Sept 2020: #3 “Living in Greater Confidence” Notes
S Quote: “You are never in the wrong place when you are in the right place with God.”
“To Thrive”: to grow vigorously, flourish… 
1. How Can God Impact ALL Things? 
S Phil 1:12-13 NLT 12 And I want you to know, my dear brothers and sisters, that everything that has happened to me here has helped to spread the Good News. 13 For everyone here, including the whole palace guard (praetorian), knows that I am in chains because of Christ. 
Q How can Everything and Everyone be impacted?

· Written in Rome, around 52 AD

· People may have assumed that imprisonment was Bad

· Letter corrects a wrong presumption that all was doom and gloom…
· Human assumption that we will have big problems in difficult situations…not necessarily true.
· ‘Pretorian’ 9,000elite soldiers hand selected… double pay/pension.

· Local believers greatly encouraged… 

Q. Why might this happen?
Romans 1:16 ESV For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.

· Paul was single-minded, determined to serve God, knowing he leads in unusual ways.
· He understood the importance of Rome for the Gospel.

· The church in Rome was the only church Paul wrote to that he did not plant!!  He was passionate for them to become strong.
· Paul understood the power of the Gospel… he would influence the palace guard simply by spending time with them…8hrs / day
· As a church BCC can make greater impact in our community:

· …SPIRITUAL needs: Alpha …2 groups about to start – invite people! Personal discipleship?
· …PHYSICAL needs: Food Bank… tonnes of food available – register people in immediate need!!
2. What Destroys Confidence?
S Phil 1:14-15 NLT 14 And because of my imprisonment, most of the believers here have gained confidence and boldly speak God’s message without fear. 15 It’s true that some are preaching out of jealousy and rivalry. But others preach about Christ with pure motives. 
Q. What destroys confidence? (opposite)

· Loss of control – can’t stop problems coming at us
· Loss of capacity – can’t deal with the challenges today
· Loss of clarity – can’t see a good future ahead
Q. What does the bible say about God’s power in each of these areas?

Q. What happens when confidence comes?
· Gain Boldness

· Lose fear
3. Lockdown Pressures?

Story: Daughter Olivia – 6mths recording every preach / leading… (Photo) 
We have all had confidence damaged..
Q. What areas has your confidence been affected in the last 6 months?

· We build one another up as we work together.

Example: 6mths filming services at BCC with daughter Olivia.

· Becomes a form of discipleship – encouraging each other, building strength, taking steps together.

· Not always easy.

4. Emperor Constantine ‘The Great’ (Picture)
· 275 years after Paul was in prison in Rome.
· Reigned between 306-337AD.

· Ascribed much of his political success to the grace of a Christian God. He played a major role in spreading Christianity by legalizing its practice and financially supporting the church’s activities. 

· Constantine proclaimed that, aided by the divine power of God, he had come to bring peace and prosperity to all lands.

· Impacted whole Roman Empire… 1st Christian Emperor
· Initiated ‘Council of Nicaea’ - theological discussion in 325AD

· Probably quoted the letters that Paul had written while in prison in Rome!!!
· Nicene Creed: Confronted the ‘Arian heresy’ which denied the divinity of Christ. 

· Extract…

“We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary and was made man.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father.  With the Father and the Son, he is worshiped and glorified.”

· Incredible statement of the Trinity – defended sound biblical doctrine!  Foundation of core Christian belief.
5. Who Does God Appoint? - Pure Motives are Important
S Phil 1:16-17 NLT 16 They preach because they love me, for they know I have been appointed to defend the Good News. 17 Those others do not have pure motives as they preach about Christ. They preach with selfish ambition, not sincerely, intending to make my chains more painful to me. 
· Pure motives – sees God’s hand at work… 
· Paul appointed by God
· The others – appointed by themselves – motivated by jealousy or ambition NOT sincerely..
Q. Paul celebrated that the gospel was going out – why?

· He was “More concerned with the MESSAGE than the MOTIVE…”

· “The MESSAGE saves, not the MESSENGER…”

· Good News ‘Gospel’ never returns without impact…
6. How does God’s Word Impact?
S Isaiah 55:10-11 NLT 10“The rain and snow come down from the heavens

and stay on the ground to water the earth. They cause the grain to grow,

producing seed for the farmer and bread for the hungry. 11 It is the same with my word. I send it out, and it always produces fruit. It will accomplish all I want it to, and it will prosper everywhere I send it.

· God’s word NEVER returns empty.
· It will accomplish God’s purpose – HIS purpose

Q. What examples have you seen?
PTL UK 12,000 people sharing faith – giving word of God 250,000 people touched with God’s word in last 2 years. (Keep a Gospel handy) PTL Gospels available free: www.ptluk.org
7. A Transforming Message?
S Phil 1:18-19 NLT 18 But that doesn’t matter. Whether their motives are false or genuine, the message about Christ is being preached either way, so I rejoice. And I will continue to rejoice. 19 For I know that as you pray for me and the Spirit of Jesus Christ helps me, this will lead to my deliverance.
· Message of Christ:
· Love, Grace, forgiveness, acceptance…
· Hope and Future…
· 2 Vital things (prayer & help of Gods Spirit)
· Brings Deliverance (freedom)
8. Returning to Live Church…?
S 23% would ‘Attend Live Church regularly’

“Prayer is Where the Power is…”
63% want live Prayer Meetings now – its about to happen!!

1st Step – Live Prayer Meetings (23 Sept) with Live Worship
Limited Places: Book On-Line now… www.BCC.CHURCH
Conclusion: 
Can we live in Greater Confidence – Yes – Pray together!
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